
APPENDIX A

The East Hampshire District Local Plan: Draft Statement of Community 
Involvement 

Consultation Statement 

The Draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) was subject to public consultation for 
a period of 6 weeks between 16 March 2018 and 27 April 2018. Copies of the draft 
document were made available to view at the following locations during opening hours: 

 East Hampshire District Council Offices
 Alton Information Office
 Bordon Information Office
 Bramshott and Liphook Parish Office
 Horndean Parish Office
 Alton Library 
 Bordon Library
 Horndean Library 
 Liphook Library 
 Petersfield Library

The SPD and supporting information was also made available to view online at: 
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-policy/consultation
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-statement-community-involvement

(see Appendix 1 and Appendix 2). 

Representations were invited via post or via email. 

Consultation letters and emails 
The Council notified all registered members on the East Hampshire District Local Plan 
consultation database. The database covers a wide range of stakeholders including local 
residents, businesses, and statutory bodies. In total, there are approximately 1,100 contacts 
on the database. The majority of members were contacted via email and those without an 
email address were contacted via post. 

Documents available on the Council’s website 
Copies of the Draft Statement of Community Involvement were made available to 
view/download on the Council’s website at:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-statement-community-involvement

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-policy/consultation
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-statement-community-involvement
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-statement-community-involvement


Summary of the main issues raised by those persons 
A total of  10 individuals and organisations responded to the draft Statement of Community 
Involvement. The comments made are summarised in the schedule attached as Appendix 3.

How those issues have been addressed in the Statement of Community Involvement? 
The Officer comments relating to these concerns and how they have been addressed in the 
final version of the SCI can be found in Appendix 3.



Appendix1: Planning Policy Consultation Webpage 



Appendix 2: Draft Statement of Community Involvement Webpage 



Appendix 3: Draft SCI 2018 – Consultation Responses and Officer Comments

Respondent Response Summary Officer Response 

Hew Pike There are hundreds of unpaid volunteers like me who have 
been struggling with bureaucracy for years to bring forward a 
coherent and sensible plan of how communities believe their 
local parish or area should be developed over the next 15 years 
to serve the interests of the residents. 

We know what type of houses are needed. We know where they 
should be built. We know the infrastructure that will be needed 
to make them work. Now we want the local councils  and the 
government to take notice".

About three years ago, immediately after the EHDC decided 
against most local opinion to approve the development of 37 
houses in Somerset Field, Bentley, three of us from Bentley 
attended a meeting at the EHDC offices with Mr Ferris Cowper, 
then Chairman of the Council. The aim of the meeting was to 
explore the process by which the Planning Committee reached 
its decision. We were most surprised to be told early on in the 
meeting, which continued for about 2 hours, that we must 
understand that "the planning process has nothing to do with 
local opinion".

Planning Applications are determined in 
accordance with the development plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. 

The Council continues to support Neighbourhood 
Planning groups in the Planning Authority Area 
and has published guidance setting out our roles 
and responsibilities. 

Commments Noted. No change.

Hampshire CCG 
Partnership - Samantha 
Charles

The South Eastern Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
have received and reviewed the plan. It has been noted that 
health has been identified as a consultee in Appendix B.

Comments Noted. No change.

Thames Water - 
Katherine Jones

Thames Water are the statutory sewerage undertaker for the 
majority of the District and are hence a “specific consultation 
body” in accordance with the Town & Country Planning (Local 
Planning) Regulations 2012.

Comments Noted.



Thames Water therefore support the continued identification of 
sewerage and water undertakers at Appendix 1. Thames Water 
consider it would also be helpful if a list of the specific 
sewerage/water undertakers covering the area are listed e.g. 
Thames Water as sewerage undertaker.

When carrying out the necessary early consultations with 
Thames Water regarding the capacity of water supply and 
sewerage systems in accordance with the Regulations, 
adequate time should be allowed for Thames Water to consider 
development options and proposals so that an informed 
response can be formulated. It is not always possible to provide 
detailed responses within a matter of weeks for example, the 
modelling of water and sewerage infrastructure systems will be 
important to many consultation responses and this can take a 
long time to carry out (for example modelling of sewerage 
systems can de dependant on waiting for storm periods when 
the sewers are at peak flows).

Thames Water also have to consult with the Environment 
Agency to obtain a clear picture as to possible water abstraction 
and waste water discharge consent limits prior to undertaking 
modelling from a treatment perspective. This process itself can 
take a considerable period of time especially if it depends on the 
EA undertaking its own evaluation exercise. Therefore, realistic 
consultation periods with water and sewerage undertakers will 
need to be taken account of in the preparation of the Local Plan. 
It will be similarly important that Thames Water are consulted 
early regarding Neighbourhood Plans and their impact on water 
supply and sewerage capacity.

In relation to consultation on Planning Applications, Thames 
Water would expect to be consulted on most major planning 
applications. The adequacy of infrastructure can be a material 

Change – Appendix A has been amended to 
clearly set out the organisations responsible for 
water supply and waste water in the district:

South East Water and Portsmouth Water (Water 
Suppliers)
Southern Water and Thames Water (Waste 
Water)



consideration in deciding whether permission should be granted.

Thames Water published and circulated in April 2015 to all Local 
Planning Authorities in their area an updated “Water Services 
Infrastructure Guide for LPAs on Planning Application & 
Development Plan Consultation with Thames Water Utilities as 
Statutory Water and Sewerage Undertaker”. This will be off 
assistance when determining which planning applications to 
consult Thames Water on.

Bramshott and Liphook 
Parish Council - Denise 
Meek

Bramshott and Liphook Parish Council is supportive of the draft 
statement and finds it to be comprehensive and inclusive.
 

Support Noted. No change.

Natural England – 
Sharon Jenkins

We are supportive of the principle of meaningful and early 
engagement of the general community, community 
organisations and statutory bodies in local planning matters, 
both in terms of shaping policy and participating in the process 
of determining planning applications. We regret we are unable to 
comment, in detail, on individual Statements of Community 
Involvement but information on the planning service we offer, 
including advice on how to consult us, can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-
planning-proposals.

Support Noted. No change.

Southern Water – 
Micheal Tucker

I can confirm that we have reviewed the document, and at this 
stage we have no comments to make.
 

Comments Noted No change.

Grayshott Parish 
Council – Katie Weir

The Council would like to make two observations:
 
Section 6.  Involvement in Local Plans Table 2
It is not always clear when input into the early stage of Local 
Plan Production would be welcome from Parish Councils.  
Therefore our input is often limited to the consultation phase.   

The Council will seek to involve Town / Parish 
Council’s throughout the development of the local 
plan, including through workshops and briefings. 
Due to the significant amount of work involved in 

https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals


Section 12.  Planning Applications
We ask that Town and Parish Councils be informed of any 
requests for pre-application advice if they relate to Conservation 
Areas.  We appreciate that applicants are encouraged to consult 
the community as early as possible but feel EHDC could do 
more to notify Parish Councils of any significant pre application 
advice request and particularly if they relate to Conservation 
Areas.
 

producing a Local Plan, including technical 
evidence base, it is not possible to state how and 
when we will engage with Town / Parish 
Council’s.

Pre application requests in the Planning Authority 
area are confidential. Therefore we are unable to 
share such proposals with interested parties. 
However, we do encourage applicants to 
undertake early consultation.

No change.

Highways England – 
Beata Ginn

Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary of 
State for Transport as strategic highway company under the 
provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is the highway 
authority, traffic authority and street authority for the strategic 
road network (SRN).  The SRN is a critical national asset and as 
such Highways England works to ensure that it operates and is 
managed in the public interest, both in respect of current 
activities and needs as well as in providing effective stewardship 
of its long-term operation and integrity.
 
We will therefore be concerned with proposals that have the 
potential to impact the safe and efficient operation of the SRN, in 
this case the A3(M).
 
We have reviewed draft Statement of Community Involvement 
2018 consultation and have ‘No Comments’.

Comments Noted. No change.

Historic England – We have no specific comments to make on the Draft SCI and Comments Noted. No change.



Martin Small are satisfied that the Council consults Historic England on 
applications for planning permission and listed building consent 
in the correct way with the correct information.

David Miles I am writing in response to your invitation to comment on the 
SCI, since recent planning decisions – or lack of decisions – 
have prompted concern in the village of Bentley.

The Neighbourhood Plan consequently failed to suggest any 
suitable sites for development at Bentley –which not 
surprisingly, because no-one wants village expansion, delivered 
over 50% of approval from the villagers for its adoption but, in 
anybody’s mind, it was not a plan.

if communities are to develop sustainably, without sprawl and to 
best effect while maintaining their rural character, members of 
the Neighbourhood Planning forums must accept the 
requirement for additional housing - both market and affordable - 
and must be comprised of steering committee members every 
one of which has absolutely no self-interest in promoting or 
detracting from potential safe, suitable and deliverable sites. It 
needs to be guided to a great extent by a Parish Council which 
is extremely well informed and has a totally open view, while 
understanding the principles involved in the community planning 
process and the ethos and intent of such neighbourhood 
involvement.

All this should ultimately be overseen by the District Council, 
which can mediate and predominate when local intentions and 
desires divert from the main intention and so become 
obstructive. Unfortunately I feel that, given this was one of the 
first emerging Neighbourhood Plans in the area, and given the 
expectations surrounding it, crucial aspects such as the 
declaration of interests from not only the steering group but also 
The Parish Council were ignored in an attempt to ensure the 

Neighbourhood Plans are optional and are led by 
the community. The planning authority has a duty 
to support and provide technical advice to any 
emerging neighbourhood plan, but ultimately the 
community on the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Change: Chapter 9 of the SPD has been updated 
to provide further information on Neighbourhood 
Plans and Neighbourhood Developmen Orders. 

The Council has produced guidance to support 
the development or review of Neighboiurhood 
Plans which is referenced in the Section within the 
Statement of Community Involvement relating to 
Neighbourhood Plans and can be accessed from 
the following link:

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/neighbourhood-
planning-guidance

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning-guidance
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning-guidance


plan’s acclaim and progression to acceptance. However, while it 
proposes to outline a strategy from 2015 -2028 it was 
shortsighted and so impotent that it was inevitable that it would 
be accepted by the greater proportion of villagers. 

So what did it achieve? A comment from The Examiner… ‘I am 
recommending a very early review of this plan.’ 

Which is to say that, it in the very least, was ineffectual. 
Impotent but extremely important.


